Neutropenic enterocolitis.
Neutropenic enterocolitis is a life-threatening gastrointestinal (GI) complication of chemotherapy most often associated with leukemia or lymphoma. Early recognition and treatment are essential for survival. The management of neutropenic enterocolitis is controversial. Neither prospective nor high-quality retrospective studies concerning medical or surgical therapies are available. Treatment approaches have been derived mostly from small case studies and retrospective reports. Therefore, a uniform management strategy cannot be recommended. The best strategy appears to be an individualized approach to each case given the wide spectrum of presentation. There is general agreement that early management should be conservative and should consist of bowel rest, intravenous fluid administration, total parenteral nutrition, broad-spectrum antibiotics, and normalization of neutrophil counts. Surgical intervention is warranted in the setting of perforation, obstruction, clinical deterioration suggestive of uncontrolled sepsis, and persistent GI bleeding despite correction of cytopenias and coagulopathy.